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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 5, 7-8, 10-11, 13, 16-17, and 21-23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable by US Patent 6,535,9 1 6 to Nguyen. 

Regarding claim 1 , Nguyen teaches a process for collecting machine identifying 
information associated with a digital online access device used for substantially anonymously 
accessing a host computer system over a digital network said host computer system generating 
an interaction record of an access therewith by said, access device, and said process comprising 
the steps of: (a) capturing a machine identifying profile parameter upon said access device 
accessing said host computer system; (b) generating a unique interaction identification string 
upon said access device accessing said host computer system (column 5, lines 18-27 and 32-37); 
(c) associating said interaction identification string with said profile parameter; and (d) 
associating said interaction identification string with said interaction record generated upon said 
access device accessing said host computer system (column 5, line 65-column 6, line 4 and 
column 6, lines 8-12 ). 
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Regarding claim 7, Nguyen teaches a process for identifying a customer computer 
involved in an online transaction between a customer using a customer browser operating on said 
customer computer and a merchant operating a merchant web site, said method comprising the 
steps of: (a) capturing a customer computer profile parameter upon said customer computer 
accessing said merchant web site; (b) generating a transaction identification string and 
associating said string with said parameter (column 5, lines 18-27 and 32-37); (c) storing said 
parameter and said string in a machine data archive; (d) upon said customer completing a 
transaction through said merchant web site, storing said transaction identification string with a 
transaction record formed during said transaction to thereby associate said parameter with said 
transaction record through said string (column 5, line 65-column 6, line 4 and column 6, lines 8- 
12 and 16-23). 

Regarding claim 16, Nguyen teaches a process for identifying a customer computer 
involved in an online transaction through a merchant web site between a customer using a 
customer browser operating on said customer computer and a merchant who operates said web 
site, said method comprising the steps of: (a) coding a script request within a transaction form of 
said merchant web site; (b) processing said script request by said customer browser upon 
accessing said merchant web site to thereby communicate to an archiver web site of a machine 
data archiving service an electronic request for a machine data collection script; (c) said archiver 
web site returning said script to said customer browser along with a unique transaction 
identification string (column 5, lines 32-37); (d) said customer browser processing said script to 
thereby cause said script to query said customer computer for a profile parameter of said 
customer computer; (e) said script causing said customer browser to communicate said profile 
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parameter and said transaction identification string to said archiver web site; (f) said archiver 
web site storing said profile parameter and said transaction identification string in a machine data 
profile (column 6, lines 16-22); (g) said script causing said customer browser to write said 
transaction identification string into said transaction form (column 6, lines 8-12); and (h) upon 
said customer adding customer identification information to said transaction form and 
electronically submitting said transaction form to said merchant web site to thereby comprise a 
transaction record, said transaction identification string associating said transaction record with 
said machine data profile (column 5, lines 20-27 and column 5, line 65-column 6, line 4). 

Regarding claim 2, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said 
capturing step includes the step of (a) capturing a digital address of said access device on said 
digital network (column 5, lines 19-27 and 32-37). 

Regarding claim 5, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 1 and including the 
steps of (a) said host system operating a host web site including an interaction page generated by 
interaction page code processed by said access device upon accessing said host web site; and (b) 
coding, within said interaction page code, a self-identification routine which causes said access 
device to communicate said profile parameter when said access device processes said interaction 
page code (column 5, lines 19-27 and 32-37 and 44-47). 

Regarding claim 8, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 7 wherein said 
capturing step includes the step of: (a) capturing an IP address of said customer computer 
(column 5, lines 19-27 and 32-37). 

Regarding claim 10, 1 1 and 13, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 7 and 12 
and including the step of: (a) coding said self-identification routine in such a manner that said 
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profile parameter and said interaction identification string are communicated to a third party web 
site at which said profile parameter and said interaction identification string are stored (column 
5, lines 19-27 and column 6, lines 16-22). 

Regarding claim 17, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 16 and including the 
steps of: (a) said script causing said computer browser to communicate said profile parameter 
and said transaction identification string along with a conventional hypertext transfer protocol 
(HTTP) header; and (b) said archiver service additionally storing said HTTP header in 
association with said machine data profile (column 5, lines 19-27 and 45-47). 

Regarding claim 21, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 16 wherein said 
customer computer potentially accesses said merchant web site by way of a proxy, and said 
communicating step includes the steps of: (a) communicating said profile parameter and said 
transaction identification string to said remote web site using a protocol which bypasses said 
proxy (column 5, lines 19-27 and column 6, lines 16-22). 

Regarding claim 22, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 16 and including the 
step of (a) said script communicating said profile parameter to said archiver service web site 
using a protocol other than HTTP (column 5, lines 19-27 and 45-47). 

Regarding claim 23, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 16 wherein said 
customer computer includes a digital clock, and including the steps of: (a) said script causing 
said customer browser to query said clock for a time value; and (b) said script causing said 
customer browser to send said time value to said archiver service web site along with said profile 
parameter (column 5, lines 33-38). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. - Claims 3, 4, 6, 9, 12, 14-15, 18-20, and 24-26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent 6,535,916 to Nguyen in view of Applicant Admitted Prior Art 
(AAPA). 

Regarding claim 24, Nguyen teaches a process for identifying a customer computer 
involved in an online transaction through a merchant web site between a customer using a 
customer browser operating on said customer computer and a merchant who operates said web 
site, said method comprising the steps of (a) coding a script request within a transaction form of 
said merchant web site (column 6,lines 8-12); (b) processing said script request by said customer 
browser upon accessing said merchant web site to thereby communicate to an archiver web site 
of a machine data archiving service an electronic request for a machine data collection script; (c) 
said archiver web site returning said script to said customer browser along with a unique 
transaction identification string (column 5, line 65-column 6, line 4); (d) said customer browser 
processing said script to thereby cause said script to: (3) perform a hashing function on said 
attribute string to form said profile parameter; and (4) query an internal digital clock of said 
customer computer for a current time value; (e) said script causing said customer browser to 
communicate said profile parameter, said time value, and said transaction identification string to 
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said archiver web site along with a conventional HTTP header (column 5, lines 33-37 and 45- 
47); (f) said archiver web site storing said profile parameter, said time value, and said transaction 
identification string in a machine data profile (column 6, lines 16-22); (g) said script causing 
said customer browser to write said transaction identification string into said transaction form; 
and (h) upon said customer adding customer identification information to said transaction form 
and electronically submitting said transaction form to said merchant web site to thereby comprise 
a transaction record, said transaction identification string associating said transaction record with 
said machine data profile (column 5, lines 19-27). 

Nguyen does not teach configuration settings. AAPA teaches (1) query said customer 
browser for a plurality of configuration settings; (2) form an attribute string from said plurality of 
configuration settings (page 2, lines 14-20). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
1 ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the online machine 
data collection process of Nguyen by (1) query said customer browser for a plurality of 
configuration settings; (2) form an attribute string from said plurality of configuration settings 
because the configuration settings of a computer system are another form of uniquely identifying 
that system. 

Regarding claim 3 and 18, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 1 and 16 
(column 5, lines 19-27). 

Nguyen does not teach configuration settings. AAPA teaches wherein said capturing step 
includes the step of: (a) capturing a configuration setting of said access device (page 2, lines 14- 
20). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the online machine data collection process of Nguyen by 
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wherein said capturing step includes the step of: (a) capturing a configuration setting of said 
access device because the configuration settings of a computer system are another form of 
uniquely identifying that system. 

Regarding claim 4 and 12, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 1 and 7 and 
including the steps of: (a) communicating a self-identification routine to said access device upon 
said access device accessing said host computer system; (b) said access device executing said 
self-identification routine; and (d) said self-identification routine communicating said profile 
parameter to a remote location for association with said interaction identification string (column 
5, lines 19-27). 

Nguyen does not teach configuration settings. AAPA teaches (c) said self-identification 
routine querying a configuration setting of said access device to derive said profile parameter 
(page 2, lines 14-20). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to further modify the online machine data collection process of 
Nguyen by(c) said self-identification routine querying a configuration setting of said access 
device to derive said profile parameter because the configuration settings of a computer system 
are another form of uniquely identifying that system. 

Regarding claim 9, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 7 (column 5, lines 19- 

27). 

Nguyen does not teach configuration settings. AAPA teaches wherein said capturing step 
includes the step of: (a) capturing a configuration setting of said customer computer (page 2, 
lines 14-20). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to further modify the online machine data collection process of Nguyen 
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by wherein said capturing step includes the step of: (a) capturing a configuration setting of said 
customer computer because the configuration settings of a computer system are another form of 
uniquely identifying that system 

Regarding claim 14 and 19, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 12 and 16 and 
(c) processing said attribute string to form said profile parameter of said customer computer 
(column 5, lines 19-27). 

Nguyen does not teach configuration settings. AAPA teaches wherein said querying step 
includes the steps of: (a) querying said customer browser for a plurality of configuration settings: 
(b) forming an attribute string from said plurality of configuration settings (page 2, lines 14-20). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to further modify the online machine data collection process of Nguyen by wherein 
said querying step includes the steps of: (a) querying said customer browser for a plurality of 
configuration settings: (b) forming an attribute string from said plurality of configuration settings 
because the configuration settings of a computer system are another form of uniquely identifying 
that system. 

Regarding claim 6, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 3 and including the 
step of: (a) coding said self-identification routine in such a manner that said profile parameter 
and said interaction identification string are communicated to a third party web site at which said 
profile parameter and said interaction identification string are stored (column 5, lines 19-27 and 
column 6, lines 16-22). 

Regarding claim 15, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 12 wherein said 
customer computer potentially accesses said merchant web site by way of a proxy, and said 
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communicating step includes the steps of: (a) communicating said profile parameter and said 
transaction identification string to said remote web site using a protocol which bypasses said 
proxy (column 5, lines 19-27 and column 6, lines 16-22). 

Regarding claim 20, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 1 9 wherein said 
script processing step includes the step of: (a) said script performing a hashing function on said 
attribute string to form said profile parameter (column 5, lines 19-27). 

Regarding claim 25, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 24 wherein said 
customer computer potentially accesses said merchant web site by way of a proxy, and including 
the steps of (a) said script querying said customer computer for a second profile parameter; and 
(b) said script communicating said second profile parameter and said transaction identification 
string to said archiver service web site using a protocol which bypasses said proxy (column 5, 
lines 19-27 and 44-46 and column 6, lines 16-22). 

Regarding claim 26, Nguyen teaches a process as set forth in Claim 25 and including the 
step of (a) said script communicating said profile parameter to said archiver service web site 
using a protocol other than HTTP (column 5, lines 19-27 and 45-47). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
online machine data collection in general: Wilf et al. and Rowland et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April L Baugh whose telephone number is 571-272-3877. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880: The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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